Living Aware 

Eph 4:17-18 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. ESV

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Unaware seems such a dreadful word, doesn’t it?  I don’t want to live my life unaware, but I want to be in the know.  I’m not speaking of gossip or of people’s trash, but rather that I want to live taking full advantage of everything that God has for me.  Have you ever paid far more for something than you should have because you were unaware of a better sale elsewhere?  Have you ever acted on certain information only to find yourself acting a fool because you were unaware of something that everybody else seemed to know?  That’s not fun in the natural world, but how much more so is it not fun in the spiritual world!  What we don’t know can hurt us.  And particularly in this great era of Grace where God’s riches are bountiful and deep, I don’t want to live my life unaware of all that is available to me.  

The word is used a handful of times in the New Testament.  It is used in Jesus’ teaching on prophecy where He told us:

Matt 24:37-39 As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. ESV 

The people in the days of Noah were just living their sinful lives as usual and were unaware that the rain was beginning to fall and were completely caught off guard.  Despite the fact that there was an ark in their backyard and despite the fact that God had sent in Noah a preacher of righteousness to them to warn them to get on board.  And Jesus told us that it would be the same way when He returns.  Keep reading in the chapter and you will find that the church will know and the faithful servants will have kept watch but the sinners and the ungodly will have grown so good at ignoring the preachers and the clear Word of God, that they will be swept away by the flood of judgment coming.  Peter picked up the theme and used it twice in his second epistle when warning about people scoffing about the coming of the Day of the Lord and saying that Jesus Christ isn’t coming back.  Twice Peter spoke of “be not ignorant of” this and in the Greek it is the same word as unaware in our text in Hebrews.  The end times and last days will come upon us suddenly and are even here and the sinners and the ungodly have become adept at tuning out the pulpit of true men of God and yet what they are ignoring will destroy them because to ignore truth and the call to repentance is to choose to be unaware of the times.  I don’t want to be unaware of the coming rain about to fall!  I don’t want to be unaware of my imminent need for the ark of safety called the church!  I don’t want to be swept away by the Flood of God’s wrath that is coming.  We cannot afford to go to sleep spiritually or to grow distracted.  You don’t want to be ignorant of or unaware of His coming!  

But looking at our text in Hebrews, we find the word used in quite a different way and we read:

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV

That’s an interesting verse isn’t it?  Some have entertained angels unawares.  Angelic activity is something that people either tends to go overboard on focusing on or to forget about altogether.  We don’t worship angels nor necessarily seek angels, but when is the last time that you thought about the fact that angels are real and are all around us?  If you are like most, you don’t think about them.  And chances are that you have had contact with an angel or angelic activity this week and didn’t even realize it.  You might have even spoke to somebody who really wasn’t human.  Is that strange to think about?  But that is what this verse was saying, “some have entertained angels unawares.”  And this speaks to a larger principle that I feel the Spirit would try to address in our lives tonight and that is how often it is that we live our lives completely unaware of the supernatural, the spiritual and the potential supernatural working of God in our lives.  The Word of God tonight for us is that too many of us are living our lives unaware spiritually!  God is altogether real, but often ignored!  Let it not be in our lives!  

______________________________________________________________________

We live in a world that is unaware spiritually and that has affects us greatly.  In our first text, Paul was writing to the church in Ephesus and he told them:

Eph 4:17-18 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. ESV

Paul had a direct word from God for them and that word is still applicable today.  He was writing to largely a Gentile congregation and he would go on to tell them that they must put off the old man and put on the new man that Christ had for them.  That is still pertinent teaching for today:  we are to be a new creature, but like that blind man shedding his coat, we must first be willing to put off the old man before we can try on and live in the new.  But Paul begins by stating that the Spirit-filled believers should not longer walk as the Gentiles around them do.  The pagan and sinners around them lived in “the futility of their minds.”  They were “darkened in understanding.”  And they had “ignorance that is in them” because of “the hardness of heart.”  Therefore they were living a life “alienated from the life of God.”  

I restate all of this because it is vivid and very direct language.  Such were some of us.  Many of you spent many a year alienated from the life of God.  You lived your life unaware that there was a Holy Spirit and that it was for you.  You live your life completely ignorant to the fact that God had great plans for your life and that He could be experienced in such a way to be felt as real and that He was willing to talk to you and share in your life, and of course, help you.  Your mind was filled with futility, which is to say that you were limited by your thinking.  People who have never experienced God fully as they should don’t think correctly.  They don’t see correctly.  They don’t comprehend rightfully.  They don’t see things as they really are.  Their understanding is darkened.  They look at their life and they cannot see it as God sees it.  They look at their shortcomings and their personalities and even their strengths and they cannot view them in the light of how God views them.  Their heart is hardened from sin and so they do not even think that they can feel God or that there is any point to true spirituality or true religion.  They make fun of you and persecute you for being “church people” or “Bible thumpers” but do not take offense at that because they cannot understand because they have not experienced what you have experienced and they do not know what you know.  They live a life alienated from God.  It’s as if God is on Mars and they are on Venus.  They look at you like you’re from another planet when you talk about wanting to go to church multiple times in a week.  They look at you as if you’ve got antennae growing from your head and as if you’re green when you talk about liking church that lasts over thirty minutes.  Because they are ignorant; living unawares.  They do not know what you know and so they are alienated from God and do not even know that they could also come to experience what you I have experienced!  

What a blessing it is to be raised in an Apostolic church!  What a blessing it is to be as some of our children and that a service where the truth of who God is and what God can do and the Apostolic message is preached and championed.  What a blessing it is for children to be raised thinking that people who receive the Holy Spirit should be the rule rather than the exception!  What a blessing it is for youth to expect a youth camp where the Spirit of God sweeps a place mightily to be the norm!  Because there are many that have never experienced what many of you take for granted.  

And yet the warning of Paul comes to this generation that has experienced such great things as this:  don’t walk like the foolish and futile Gentiles walk.  You who know and who have experienced cannot go to living as those who live who do not know – because you know!  What a tragedy it is that those who have had the blessing of the Spirit being the norm sometimes hardens their heart, turn to sin, and live as if they were unaware.  You are not unaware – God forbid that you would live that way!  God forbid, that Holy Spirit-filled people could sit through an Apostolic church service and play and goof off and joke and never tune in to the great moving of the Spirit and the message that God would say to the church.  God forbid, that adults who once did not know and who now know, could yet grow so cold that they would begin spiritually to act in service in a dead manner as if they were still unaware.  To be unaware in ignorance is a shame but to be purposefully unaware because you choose to ignore what you have know and experienced is a horrible tragedy!  

We are surrounded by a world that is completely unaware of the angelic activity and the spiritual movings of God’s Spirit around them.  And some Christians let it affect them.  I think of Abraham who was called the “father of the faithful.”  I think one of the reasons that God was so drawn to him was because Abraham was so radically different than the people who surrounded him.  He lived in a very idolatrous people in Ur and while everybody else knelt before a statue or an image, Abraham went out to the hills and prayed to and invisible God in the clear air.  They must have thought that Abraham was nuts.  To them, it seemed crazy that Abraham would pray to seemingly nothing.  To them, it was crazy that Abraham would pack up his bags and move according to the directions of a God nobody could see and that he would march to the beat of a different drummer that nobody could seem to hear.  But Abraham could hear God’s voice.  I don’t know if it was an audible voice, but Abraham was attuned to the spiritual and the supernatural despite being surrounded by people who were not.  And so Abraham found favor with God.

So it is with us!  We can feel God’s presence in a way that Abraham could not, we have access with God in a way that Abraham only began to enter into, and we have forgiveness and redemption that Abraham could only prophesy about, yet we cannot allow ourselves to be affected by a godless society that is completely ignorant of a God who is real and powerful.  God wants to move in our lives; God wants to do great things for us; God wants to be active in our life each hour and day and week, but we must learn to focus on Him.  How sad that angels would be sent and even God, Himself, would have His Spirit moving greatly in our lives and we not even be aware of it.  And even greater tragedy would be that we would live our lives, supposedly for God and yet be in complete ignorance of what God wanted to do in us.  We cannot live as this world lives because they are alienated from the life that God wants for them.  We need to live in this world as citizens of another world.  We need to hear the voice of God that they have never heard.  We need to be concerned with things that they are completely unaware of!  

God wants to do great things in this age and time and yet how many people are walking around as if and living as if God doesn’t even exist!  This is grace!  This is the time right before Jesus’ second coming.  God’s Spirit has been poured out in this age.  This is the age that God chose you and I to inhabit.  We must shake ourselves of living a life unaware of the spirit world and unaware of God’s presence and His angels.  God wants to break out in this world, yet so many people don’t realize it because of the hardness of their heart or their desire for sinfulness and worldliness.  We need “another worldliness.”  We need to be fixated on what God is doing each day of our lives because God is very active in our world, and yet even His people are often unaware!  

_______________________________________________________________________

I need to move on, but I feel that I must stay here for a few moments longer.  The scriptures say elsewhere about Jesus:

Mark 7:24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. ESV

This is Jesus trying to get away in those waning days of His earthly ministry so that He could focus on preparing His disciples for the trials of the crucifixion to come.  Desperate to get away from the crowds, Jesus traveled outside of the borders of Israel for the first time.  He did “not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden.”  That phrase “could not be hidden” draws me because it is the exact word in the Greek translated as “unawares” in our text.  Jesus tried to hide Himself but He could not be hidden to the point that other people were unaware of Him.  That was because He was manifested in a body that was perfectly in communion with the Spirit.  Did you catch that?  Jesus Christ was God joined to human flesh and He was manifested in a body that was perfectly attuned to the Spirit of God that rested within Him.  And the result was even if He left the country and hid in strange houses, He could not be hid.  

How different this is from how we think!  We think of outreach as something that is difficult.  “We’ve got to tell the world,” we proclaim, “about Jesus,” and I’m all for outreaches and being active in propagating the Gospel, but the truth of the matter is that if His Spirit were in a body that was perfectly attuned to the Spirit’s will and moving, then we would not be able to hide Him from those in the world who are hungry.  Take that verse’s parameters and put it in a church:  What if we took a church and placed it outside geographically the region that we were trying to reached, caused them to meet in secret off the main path with no sign and no invitations to others?  And what if we did everything we could to hide the fact that we had started a church.  We would immediately say that we were doing everything wrong and that is true:  A church on the main drag of a town as we are is a good thing; a sign is a good thing; inviting people to church is a good thing; being in the same county as the area that you are trying to reach is a good thing.  

But let us realize that the main thing is that the body of Christ would be attuned perfectly to the Spirit’s desire and moving and if that were the case even if we were in the wrong place and in secret with no advertising, we would not be able to hide Him!  Hungry people would find us.  How much more so then is that the issue of every church who is doing all of these other things to reach people?  We need location, advertising, and outreaches, but the main thing is that we who are supposed to be the body of Christ to become so attuned to the Spirit of God that He cannot be hid!  When we are living our lives aware of God’s moving and conscience of that fact and looking for His moving, then Jesus will not be hid to the hungry in our world and harvest would be a natural byproduct.  I fear what we need more of is not more methods of outreaches, but more attuning to the Spirit of God.  God’s Spirit is at work and His angels are daily dispatched – do you believe it? – but how often the body of Christ is completely ignorant and unaware of that fact!  And so Christ is hid.  But let us be so focused on the Spirit that He cannot be hid!  

I’m guilty of this.  I’m guilty of living sometimes unaware of what the Spirit would desire to do.  I have a to do list; I have tasks and emails and decisions and things that must be done.  And if we’re not careful, we can get so busy about the business of God’s kingdom that we ignore the busyness of God’s Spirit around us.  “Some have entertained angels unaware.”  That term angels can be translated as “messengers.”  God often tries to send spiritual messages to us and we miss it because we are not tuned in to God’s Spirit.  Do you think that angels are less active than they were, say, in Daniel’s time?  Are you kidding?  Now there are millions of people with the Holy Spirit and God is much more active than He was in Babylon back when – the angels that deliver messages to God’s people are more active now than they have ever been.  If the book of Revelation is any indicator, then angelic activity will only increase as we get closer and closer to the 2nd coming of Christ, just as right before His first coming, there was an increase of angelic activity.  Angels are trying to deliver far more messages today than in Old Testament times.    

But how many of those messages are marked in heaven’s mailbox, “return to sender” because they were never received?  Have you ever had a package delivered to you that you had to go pick up at the post office because you weren’t home?  You got this little card in the box that said, “we missed you!” and that you have so many days to pick it up and then it’s gone, returned to whomever shipped it.  I wonder how many message of the Spirit we miss because we never received it by tuning in to what the Spirit would say to us?  You were busy that morning and you didn’t have time to pray.  A Christian that doesn’t pray is a Christian unaware.  Or even worse, you prayed that morning, but didn’t pray at all throughout the day.  I’m reminded of Bro. Tenney’s answer to a question one time of how much he prayed a day to be so wise and he said, “When you’ve been walking with the Lord as long as I have it’s more about relationship than quantity.  I rarely pray for more than thirty minutes at a time but rarely go more than thirty minutes without praying.”  That challenges me because there is a great truth to it.  If you pray a solid hour at 6am and yet are not sensitive to what God is trying to do at 2:30 in the afternoon, then what good did that hour of prayer do?  

Think of it this way:  think of a general giving a soldier orders for a battle.  We need that initial briefing because that is where everybody gets on the same page and obedience to the commands would be impossible without it.  But imagine a solider that goes into battle and never ever checks back in with headquarters.  Sometimes plans are adjusted during the day of battle.  Sometimes the general gives further orders.  Sometimes the general give more specific instructions.  And a soldier that doesn’t regularly check in is a maverick, a dangerous person to his fellow friends and someone likely to be acting yet completely unaware of what he should be doing.  You need that morning devotion to check in for the day, but don’t pray in the morning and then tune God out for the rest of the time.  Or maybe your devotion is in the evening; yet don’t tune God out during the day.  Because all of the time, God is trying to have angelic and supernatural activity and to deliver you messages and directions and yet how often we are unaware of it!  And so the messages never are received!  

It’s the same with opening up the Word of God.  A work of the Holy Spirit is “to bring back remembrance of what God has spoken to you.”  That’s what Jesus told the disciples that it would do.  The Holy Spirit works most often by reminding you of Word that is already in you.  The message has got to already be in there for you to get it.  Some people who never hear from God have a tuning in problem in that they are so preoccupied with other things that they are miss it.  But other Christians who never seem able to hear from God do so because of a lack of knowledge problem.  They don’t know the Word of God, therefore, the Holy Spirit cannot do its complete work in their life.  “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee.”  They don’t know the Word of God therefore they are easy targets for temptation and sin.  “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  They don’t know the Word of God so they are always unsure of the next step and do live in a pathway illuminated.  They take what they think on their own is what they should do, but they are not walking in conjunction with the directing of the Spirit.  Time spent reading God’s Word and seeking to understand it is not wasted.  Time spent listening to sermons and studies by an anointed man of God is not wasted even if at that moment, you don’t think it’s for you.  It will be eventually.  But if you do not take it in, the Holy Spirit cannot bring it to your remembrance when you need it the most, therefore you will be unaware of the supernatural message that God is trying to send to you.  And you will have the moving of the Spirit all around you and yet be unaware!  God let us be truly the Body of Christ and be so attuned to your Spirit and angelic activity that we never miss a message or directive!  

______________________________________________________________________

Now, there is another thing here in our text:

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV

Something else that we need to grasp is that we oftentimes look around in our life and cannot seem to see God working and yet He is working all of the time.  Angels only move about and do things according to God’s command and directive.  You cannot command an angel; only God commands angels.  They are “ministering spirits sent” by God to us.  We often say, “God touched me” or “God worked this out” and yet if we had spiritual eyes to see what had really happened, it likely would have been that God did it by dispatching an angel to work on the situation.  We don’t praise the angel or give him any glory and we praise God for it, but in that we often forget the role of the angels in what God does.  Some have entertained angels unawares.  That is, many times when God is working we cannot see it or are not aware of it right away.  

There are many reasons for this.  Sometimes it is sin that causes us to not be able to see God.  We’ve covered that.  Sometimes it is a lack of spiritual awareness and a lack of focus; we’ve covered that.  But sometimes it is stress and anguish of a tough situation.  I think of Mary going to the tomb and seeing angels and not realizing that they were angels.  She saw an empty tomb and did not realize that there had been a resurrection.  She saw Jesus alive and well and yet first mistook him for the gardener!  We need to remember this lesson; when you are emotional and going through a stressful time, your emotions and your frazzled mind keeps you from detecting what God is doing.  You feel as if God has forsaken you and is not working and yet He is working all around and the signs are plain enough but because of your mental and emotional condition, you cannot perceive Him.  God’s moving is there but you cannot see it.  When I cannot feel God, I must go on what I know about God and that is why He promised to never leave us nor forsake us!  This goes back to knowing the Word!  He is true to His Word and even when I don’t feel as if God is working, He is and I must go on what I know over what I feel!  

Somebody hear it:  most times when a Christian cries out, “I cannot see God working in my life and situation” that is the time when they are the most surrounded by His active working!  And sometimes when we think God is working most, God is the least active as we are just seeing the fruit of work that He has already done.  I wish somehow I could take that last statement and imprint it to the forefront of your mind.  We need to remember that.  When Moses was in the cleft of the rock with God covering his eyes with his hand and when he could see nothing, he was actually closer to God than he was when God had passed before him and was past him and Moses could see him from the backside.  When Moses could see the clearest was when God had already passed by and touched him!  And when Moses couldn’t see anything is when God was the closest and doing the actual work.  We must go on what we know and not what we see and feel!   

And there is another aspect of this in that sometimes God purposefully shields Himself for a time from us clearly seeing that it is He that is at work.  Like His placing His hands over Moses’ eyes, so did Jesus hide Himself purposefully for a time from the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  They were despondent and Jesus joined them and began to talk to them about their questions and we are told that:

Luke 24:16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. ESV   

We are not told what the agent was that kept their eyes from recognizing him.  Partly, probably, it was the stressfulness and darkness of their situation, but I think it was also partly the work of Jesus Christ.  He hid the fact that it was He talking to them so that He could deal with their questions on a more basic level first.  They didn’t know the scriptures well enough to understand why all of this stuff had to happen and after He had explained the situation through the light of scripture and taught them what they needed to know to have their questions answered then He pulled the veil from their eyes and revealed that it was He to them.  And then when they went to the other disciples to tell them, He appeared plainly to them all.  He would not hide himself for forever, but there was much good accomplished in their lives for him making them unaware of His actions and presence for a short time.  

So it was in Job’s life and we have not time to go there.  But so it was in Abraham’s life and this is probably the point of our text.  The book of Hebrews was written to take Old Testament stories, laws, and principles, and relate them to Christ and our living for Him.  Every statement in Hebrews has at its base a law or story of the Hebrews of old.  Scholars say that our text is a likely reference to Abraham in Genesis 18.  There three men appeared walking by Abraham’s tent in the heat of the day and he extended great hospitality to them and had Sarah fix them a meal and invited them in to rest.  Over the course of the story, we discover that one of the men was actually the Lord in human visage and the other two men were angels that traveled on to Sodom to warn Lot.  But when you read the chapter, you realize that at first Abraham didn’t realize the true identity of his three visitors.  But after a while, after the two angels had left and he was talking alone with the Lord, somewhere it clicked who this was.  And Abraham admitted, “I’m talking with the Lord.”  This is that conversation where Abraham says, “if so and so are righteous in the city will you spare it?”  And in that conversation, Abraham says, “now behold, I have ventured to speak to the Lord although I am dust and ashes.”  At the first of the chapter, Abraham was just being hospitable and as a follower of God should be, but by the end he realized that He had been entertaining angels and even the Lord Himself unawares!  And so it is written:

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV

This is the power of obedience.  Listen carefully and catch this.  When we love each other as we should and when we obey what God has commanded us in His Word, then even if we do not at first understand why and even if we do not see its importance, eventually we will find that in our obedience and active faith, we actually entertained God’s presence and power moving in our lives.  If you will obey and keep doing right, even when you cannot see God’s intervening in your life, you will eventually see that He was working all of the time and much closer than you ever realized and that you were entertaining Him – through your obedience and love and acts of righteousness – unawares.  We often, acting in the flesh, hurt things and situations and make them much worse and don’t even realize it.  But we also often, acting in the Spirit, help things and situations and make them much better and yet we didn’t even realize that it was the Spirit of God working through us at first.  If we didn’t see through a glass darkly and if we could see more clearly how things really are in the spirit world, then we would vigorously obey because we would realize that it facilitates God’s power in this world when we do what He has told us to do!  Obey what God has told you to do; act in Godly love; show Godly hospitality to others; fulfill the royal law of liberty and by doing so you will one day have your eyes opened and realized that you have entertained angels and even the Spirit of the Lord Himself unawares!  

Do good as God has commanded you.  Live holy as God has commanded you.  Speak of Him as He has directed.  And be aware of that moment when that casual conversation turns and suddenly you realize that all along this has been ordained of God and now you can feel Him where you weren’t aware of Him in the situation before.  Be aware that God might hide Himself in a situation and yet suddenly you will feel that sweet prick of His presence and know that He is with you in whatever circumstance that you happen to be in.  You had been unaware, but now you have suddenly – like Abraham – realized that there’s more going on here than just everyday living.  The God of the Hosts of Heaven seeks to be active in this world and yet He needs a body through which to move.  Live holy and live attuned to His Spirit and you will find yourself living aware of a great and supernatural God who will use you!  We must link up with our great God!  Let Him not be hid!  Let God flow through you and speak through you to minister to those around you.  Let God speak to you and do great things in your life!  Live life aware!!!! 

